Girl Scout Parent Guide

Remember that a Girl Scout Leader is a volunteer and welcomes parental support.  Leaders give their time and commitment to the girls in your community.

To Help, you can:

· Return signed permission forms on time for your Girl Scout to participate in special activities.

· Be sure to tell the leader about any medical medical condition that will affect your Girl Scout’s participation.

· Take time to attend any special functions when girls invite parents/guardians.

· Make sure that your Girl Snout has the appropriate clothing, footwear and equipment for activities, or inform the leader about any special needs so that arrangements can be made ahead of time.

· Read all material that is distributed at our meetings.
· April 22 is Girl Scout Leader Appreciation Day. You might want to help the girls plan a special thank-you. But don't wait until then, thank your child's troop leader each time you see her.
Girl Scout Parent Promise:
On my honor, I will try,
To encourage and support my
   Girl Scout Daughter,
To help her troop at all times,
To obey the Girl Scout Parent Law. 

Girl Scout Parent's Law:
1. A Girl Scout Parent understands the
    true purpose of Girl Scouting.
2. A Girl Scout Parent gets their daughter
    to and from meetings on time.
3. A Girl Scout Parent knows a troop is
    a team effort.
4. A Girl Scout Parent sees the job
    through to the end.
5. A Girl Scout Parent sets a good 
    example at all times.
6. A Girl Scout Parent is enthusiastic
    and cheerful.
7. A Girl Scout Parent does not consider
    the leader a baby sitter.
8. A Girl Scout Parent brings troop 
   problems to the leader first.
9. A Girl Scout Parent always does his
    or her part willingly.
10. A Girl Scout Parent is aware that Girl Scouting is for all girls.


     


Going Places, Making New Friends
Girl Scouts work together in groups, earn Girl Scout Patches, and explore their community. Friendship, fun, and age-appropriate activities begin at the Girl Scout meeting and move out to the community and wider world. 
Sample Activities for Girl Scouts
· Visiting a zoo to feed—and learn how a veterinarian cares for—baby animals 
· Marching in a community parade 
· Working on Brownie Girl Scout Try-Its: decorating a T-shirt, learning a magic trick, exploring science
· Planning an overnight to celebrate their birthdays 
· Deciding how many cookies to sell to earn money for trips 
· Camping and making s'mores over a campfire 
· Learning to swim at summer camp 
Troop/Group Leaders
Every Girl Scout belongs to a troop or group guided by leaders who are taught by certified trainers. Leaders partner with girls, giving them opportunities to make decisions about their activities and to learn leadership skills within the group.
Uniforms and Books
Girls can wear the Girl Scout Pin, showing they belong to Girl Scouts of the USA, and the World Trefoil Pin, signifying their membership in a worldwide movement. Girl Scouts can purchase uniforms with either a sash or vest to display Girl Scout  patches and other insignia. Girls can also buy a Girl Scout Handbook and patch activity books depending on girl scout level.  Leaders use the Guide for Girl Scout Leaders (based on girl level) and Safety-Wise
What is Girl Scouting?
Girl Scouts is the pre-eminent organization dedicated solely to girls, all girls, where, in an accepting and nurturing environment, girls build character and skills for success in the real world.  In partnership with committed adults, girls develop qualities that lead to strong values, social conscience and conviction about their own potential and self-worth.  In Girl Scouts, girls discover the fun, friendship and power of girls together.  Through the many enriching experiences provided by Girl Scouts, they can grow courageous and strong.

What do Girl Scouts do?

The Girl Scout program offers experiences that can change the way girls see the world and their place in it. Girls learn the importance of personal responsibility, the value of goal setting, the spirit of teamwork and the thrill of accomplishment. 

Girl Scouts will tell you about adventures like overnights in the mountains, how they care for the environment, sell cookies, the latest detail of a wacky science experiment, helping people in our community, or the name of “their” horse at Horse camp. Along with the fun and new friends comes a safe environment where girls learn and develop skills they need for success throughout their lives. 

What about the Girl Scout uniform? 

Girls do not have to have a uniform to participate in Girl Scouting. Simply wearing The Girl Scout pin qualifies as being in uniform. Often girls will elect to have matching t-shirts for their group or buy only a vest or sash to hold recognitions and pins. It is the girl’s choice. 

What does Girl Scouts cost and how is it funded? 
The Cost - All members pay a $10 national registration fee to join Girl Scouting, all of which is sent to Girl Scouts of the USA. These dues help cover the cost of insurance, producing materials, as well as GSUSA's general operating expenses. Our troop does not receive any portion of the $10 fee.

Troop dues - Troop dues help cover the cost of troop activities. Dues vary by troop; check with your daughter’s leader to find out the amount of her dues.

Funding    
· Cookies - Our famous cookie sale is the primary source of funding, as it is for most councils. All proceeds remain here in our council to benefit local girls, and a portion of the proceeds go directly to the troops to fund their activities. Our goal is to reduce dependency on the cookie sale and increase our adult-generated funding. Click here for cookie sale information for parents. 

· Individual and corporate support - A volunteer fund development committee and the council's development director work to secure donations from individuals and corporations. 

· Fundraising events - The council puts on several events throughout the year in various locations to raise funds.
What is expected of me as a parent? 
Take an active role - As a Girl Scout parent you will want to take an active role in your daughter’s Girl Scout experience. You can help with refreshments or transportation, make phone calls, or assist with troop meetings. Ask your daughter’s leaders how you can best assist the troop!

Support activities - Along with troop activities, your active role can include supporting product sales. As a parent you can show your support for your daughter and the council by learning about the sale and following all guidelines and procedures.

Respect leader’s time - Girl Scouts would not be what it is if it were not for the dedicated volunteers. However, your daughter’s troop leader cannot be responsible for girls beyond the time of the actual Girl Scout activity. Please respect the leader’s time by having a responsible person drop your daughter
Who leads my daughter's troop? 
Trained volunteer leaders - Girl Scout leaders are volunteers who give of their time so girls can have a quality experience in Girl Scouts. Without the many wonderful female and male volunteers the program would not be available to the girls. You can be assured that qualified, responsible people leading your daughter’s troop. r off at the appropriate time and pick her up immediately after the activity. 

Is my daughter safe in Girl Scouts? 
Safety-Wise - The safety of the girls is our primary concern. Patriots Trail Council is guided by security and safety standards documented in a manual titled Safety-Wise. Leaders review this guide in their training and strictly follow the procedures. 

Insurance - All registered Girl Scouts receive basic accident insurance coverage for Girl Scout activities through national membership dues. This insurance covers up to $100 in medical expenses regardless of other coverage. Additional expenses are only covered if personal family insurance does not cover them.

What forms will I be required to fill out? 
Membership Registration - Gives girl permission to be a member of Girl Scouts of the USA. This form also collects race and ethnicity data to help Girl Scouts of the USA track how well we are serving all populations.

Health History - Provides accurate and current health information about your daughter.

Permission Slip - Required for all activities that are not held at the regular troop meeting time or site.

What is Girl Scouts?











